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Saturday, 24 June 2017

8.30 am Welcome and introduction Marie-Jose Enders-Slegers, IAHAIO President

8.45 am New IAHAIO and ISAZ platform for collaboration between practitioners and  
   researchers Marie-Jose Enders-Slegers and Erika Friedmann

9.00 am Findings from first survey by IAHAIO international task force,  
   “Standards of best practices for AAI programs and practitioners” 
   Brinda Jegatheesan and Elizabeth Ormerod 

9.45 am   AAI best practice special focus: horses Kathy Alm, PATH International 

10.20-11.00 am Coffee break

11.00 am AAI best practice special focus: farm animals Miyako Kinoshita, Green Chimneys 

11.30 am   AAI best practice special focus: dogs and cats Jennifer Henley, San Francisco SPCA 

12.00-1.00 pm  Lunch

1.00-1.10 pm Announcement of winner of IAHAIO Digital Photo Contest

1.10-1.20 pm        Introduction to workshops Marie-Jose Enders-Slegers 

1.20-2.50 pm Workshops 

2.50-3.20 pm Coffee break

3.20-4.00 pm Workshops 

4.00-4.45 pm Panel discussion Sandra McCune (Waltham Centre for Pet Nutrition), Kathy Alm,  
   Jennifer Henley, Miyako Kinoshita

4.45-5.00 pm Next steps Marie-Jose Enders-Slegers

5.00 pm Close 
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I am delighted to welcome you, our wonderful IAHAIO member 

organizations and attendees, to the University of California at 

Davis. IAHAIO is very pleased to be sharing this platform with the 

International Society for Anthrozoology (ISAZ), with whom we have been 

associated for many years. It is an honor to take part in this prestigious 

conference, which is dedicated to examining best practices in the domain 

of animal-assisted interventions (AAI). We thank ISAZ for their continued 

support of IAHAIO and its work.

The question of how to ensure the health and wellbeing of humans and 

animals when delivering AAI has been high on IAHAIO’s agenda for 

some time. This concern culminated in an IAHAIO white paper entitled “Definitions for Animal 

Assisted Intervention and Guidelines for Wellness of Animals Involved,” which was ratified 

by IAHAIO members in 2014. The paper was produced through international collaboration 

between researchers and practitioners from many different countries and disciplines. Recently, 

IAHAIO has sought to build on this paper, surveying its members on their AAI work in view 

of providing the first international benchmark of its kind. Preliminary results will be presented 

during the IAHAIO session of this conference.

Here in Davis, we invite IAHAIO members and representatives from the Human-Animal 

Interaction (HAI) field from around the globe to work with us to map out the road ahead.  

What are the challenges? What are examples of best practices? How do we choose the  

right path for the future? We are very fortunate to have an experienced panel of experts  

who will be guiding the discussions and sharing examples and insight from their experience.  

Full transcripts of interviews with panel members can be found at www.iahaio.org 

Finally, we are excited to announce two new IAHAIO initiatives: a IAHAIO/ISAZ collaborative 

platform for researchers and practitioners that will provide networking opportunities and 

enhance research output and positively influence practices. We will also announce the winner 

of the first IAHAIO Digital Photo contest. Thank you to everyone who submitted entries.  

The quality of your photos was very high and we are honored to share some of them  

on our website.

Wishing you a most enjoyable conference here in Davis. 

Kind regards, 

Marie-Jose Enders-Slegers,

President IAHAIO

A Word from IAHAIO’S PRESIDENTI A H A I O  S T R E A M  A T  I S A Z  C O N F E R E N C E ,  U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  C A L I F O R N I A  A T  D A V I S
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VIEWS FROM THE FIELD

Kathy Alm, Path International, USA

Dr. Jennifer Henley, San Francisco SPCA, USA

Miyako Kinoshita, Green Chimneys, USA

Dr. Sandra McCune, Waltham Centre for Pet Nutrition, UK

Dr. Didier Vernay, Clermont-Ferrand University Hospital, France

Roswitha Zink, e.motion-Lichtblickhof, Austria

Full transcripts of interviews can be found at www.iahaio.org

IAHAIO has asked six field leaders for their thoughts and 

insight on key AAI and HAI issues and how they can be best 

addressed. We thank these experts for their valuable input, 

which offers much food for thought and will undoubtedly 

generate further discussion and reflection.
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In the United States, the field of equine-assisted activities and therapies (EAAT)  
has developed from a primarily grassroots field with services provided by dedicated 
volunteers receiving very little recognition or support, to a more professional activity 

with paid staff. EAAT currently serves more than 62,400 people annually, having nearly 
tripled the number of people served in a 20-year period. A growing body of research and 
publicity has increased the recognition of the measurable benefits of EAAT. 

In particular,  the involvement of veterans in EAAT has captured the nation’s attention. 
Partnerships with equines are helping military personnel returning home to cope with  
post-traumatic stress and physical issues.

Some inroads have been made with insurance companies, which are beginning to recognize  
the benefits of licensed therapists whose work with patients involves moving or interacting 
with horses. Insurers are starting to realize that this type of therapy is worthy of 
reimbursement.

We have also evolved in terms of how we view and work with horses. Horses are viewed 
as partners. We pay attention to the impact that the work has on the horses involved, 
adjusting the work to ensure the wellbeing of both the horses and the humans involved in 
the therapy.

PATH International has established 10 standards that specifically address the welfare of the 
equines that do this work. We use language and provide educational offerings that reflect 
our view of equines as partners. As more research is done on this subject, it will be critical 
to incorporate what it tells us about the welfare and wellbeing of animals in AAI or HAI 
practices.
We have developed initiatives to help move the field forward, but coming up with funding 
to implement them is always a challenge, and it is difficult to figure out how to ensure the 
sustainability of the field. Currently, less than 30% of our members are paid full time. It is 
also challenging to reach consensus among practitioners on best practices and terminology.

The wide variety of species and organizations that participate in HAI has brought up issues 
including how animals are cared for, and where to set limits on their participation, stress, 
and work load. We need objective data on the efficacy of services and therapeutic partners 
and their effect on animals. Finally, we need a clear and consistent message to pass on to  
the public and those who use these services.

To address these issues, individuals and organizations need to come together to discuss  
and reach consensus on basic concepts based on data, research, and best practices.
What motivates me to do what I do are people—the service providers and participants.  
I want to see this field continue to grow, to benefit from data and research, and to  
become sustainable, both for service providers and for participants.

Kathy Alm
CEO, Professional Association of Therapeutic Horsemanship International  

(PATH International), USA  www.pathintl.org
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I think that AAI is progressing in a positive way. Every year there is advancement toward 
practice standardization, and we are coming closer to meeting the five freedoms on a 
large and small scale. That said, there are improvements to be made. 

There is a growing body of increasingly improved research on the therapeutic benefits of 
engaging in the human-animal bond. Over the past several years, there has also been a 
focus on animal welfare and human welfare. 

I have found that as we move toward alignment with best practices, we have better visits, 
stronger teams, and better client service.

One of the biggest challenges we face is holding volunteer teams to high standards. There 
are two reasons for this. First, we have a very large program. Second, many teams include 
volunteers whose experience includes working with pets with only minimal training. There 
is also the spectre of funding that looms over our programs. We are fortunate to be part of 
the San Francisco SPCA and, though our organization is an independent, private non-profit.  
We are always working to fund new programs and training improvements. 

Guaranteeing the wellbeing of the animals we work with can also be a challenge. 
Sometimes what guardians think is contributing to the welfare of their therapy pets is 
actually doing the opposite. We need to prioritize the health and wellbeing of the pet, and 
guardians can become defensive. I think the immense capacity of the human-animal bond 
to connect people to their communities and realize their potential can be both a motivator 
and a barrier to knowing when it is time to step back.

Guaranteeing animal welfare on a more general level is a priority, but how? A good 
place to start is the five freedoms. We need to work with trainers and behaviorists and 
be less dependent upon what people project onto pets. Increasingly, research shows 
that anthropomorphization of pets can be a problem. What we do, offering vulnerable 
communities the benefits of the animal-human bond, is so powerful that it too often  
clouds perceptions of what their pets are “up for.”

Practices that need to be changed or improved include allowing pets to go on extended 
visits, projecting human desires onto pets, and non-standard terminology, training and 
evaluation across national and international borders. These issues put both pet and public 
health at risk. We can best meet these kinds of challenges by working together to find best 
practices and agreeing to uphold them on a program-by-program and case-by-case basis. 

If there were two words that could sum up my vision for the field, they would be Connection  
and Community. 

Dr. Jennifer Henley
Animal-assisted therapy program manager, San Francisco SPCA, USA

www.SFSPCA.org

http://www.SFSPCA.org


 • 5

Since I entered the field, HAI has made significant progress. In 20 years, the field has 
been professionalized and become more aware of animal emotions, cognitions, and 
welfare issues. Research has become more rigorous, though we still have a long way 

to go. 

The biggest challenge I face in my work is time. We never have enough time to accomplish 
everything we want. Some days are simply spent putting out fires, so to speak. When you 
work with animals, children with severe emotional challenges, and young staff members 
and interns who are idealistic but sometimes make mistakes, you are constantly trouble-
shooting and dealing with minor problems. Still, we have quiet days when we can consider 
the bigger picture or explore exciting opportunities. 

We do the best we can to make the wellbeing of our animals a priority. Animal welfare 
standards are often very subjective, as they are based on not only professional and 
objective standards but also on religious and cultural backgrounds and education, as well 
as individual experience and interest. By working closely with organizations such as USDA, 
PATH, and the Federal Fish and Wildlife Service, we try to follow objective standards and 
follow best practices. At the same time, knowing each animal individually is critical to 
meeting animal’s needs and treating the animal in an ethical manner. I believe that you must 
work with animals daily and closely to ensure their welfare and wellbeing.

I am a firm believer in enrichment and working with animals regularly. Sometimes, animals 
are forced to participate in uncomfortable situations in the therapeutic setting. Some 
people seem to minimize animal stress and say “she is fine.” However, proper training and 
conditioning can have a tremendous impact on an animal’s confidence and enjoyment while 
participating in HAI activities. We should always listen to the animals with an open mind 
and very observant eyes. 

I do not necessarily subscribe to the phrase “equally beneficial,” but HAI should never 
happen at an expense of an animal’s wellbeing or comfort. That is why I appreciate 
activities that are primarily based on chores that revolve around taking care of animals. 
Doing something for  
the animals helps build character traits that children need to develop, and at the same time,  
the children’s actions benefit the animals.

This work continually motivates me. I see children who have failed to thrive in every special 
education setting come here and learn to take care of animals. They develop confidence, 
become kinder and more aware of others’ emotions, and become more curious and eager 
to learn about the animals. My vision of the field is that we will continue to appreciate the 
positive power of nature and animals, and utilize it to make lives better. 

Miyako Kinoshita
Farm education program manager, Green Chimneys Farm and Wildlife Center/ 

Sam and Myra Ross Institute, Brewster, NY USA  www.greenchimneys.org

http://www.greenchimneys.org
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A fter a slow start, I think the AAI field has made a lot of progress in last nine years. 
This is due in part to increased investment through the NIH/Mars-WALTHAM 
public-private partnership. A Google scholar search for HAI publications shows a 

steady climb in quantity over last few decades. Quality is also improving but is still patchy. 
Our partnership activities with NIH aim to improve the quality of HAI research as well as 
the capabilities and networks of HAI researchers.

The field still needs stronger, more sustainable funding so that HAI researchers can focus 
on their topic and develop specific expertise. Until very recently this was not an option, due 
to inconsistent funding and a lack of funding opportunities.

The major challenges I encounter in my work include the lack of centralized HAI funding 
outside the USA. Another issue is the lack of experienced international partners. I am 
frequently asked to suggest a partner in other countries but and have difficulty finding 
suitably experienced HAI staff. Finally, it is difficult to demonstrate a clear link between HAI 
programs and business values, but this is necessary to ensure continued support for HAI 
programs. 

All research funded by Waltham goes through our strict animal ethics and welfare review 
process. At Waltham, we have strong expertise in this area. Animal welfare is currently a 
big issue in the field, but there are no clear guidelines or standards to ensure the welfare 
of the animals we work with. We lack clarity on roles and responsibilities during AAI, and 
specifically, a definition of who is responsible for stopping the AAI if the animal is stressed. 
My colleagues at Waltham have written several publications that provide guidance as to 
why and how to assess welfare in AAI animals. Yet it is common to see images of AAI 
where the animal’s body language indicates it is at best uncomfortable, and at worst very 
stressed and possibly in danger or a risk to others.
I think that certain practices need to be changed. Animal welfare needs to be properly 
assessed, as AAI should not benefit humans while harming the animal. IAHAIO could build 
capacity in this area for its members. Animal welfare safeguards should be included in 
every HAI research study or AAI protocol.

The quality of research also needs to be improved. Funding institutions such as NIH and 
WALTHAM set high standards in their application process, which will drive improved 
quality. IAHAIO could provide scientific skills building for its members, such as study 
design and statistical analysis.

It is a lifelong love of, fascination for, and curiosity about the behavior and welfare of people 
and pets when they get together that motivates my work. A deep respect and compassion 
for other animals, and a belief we should leave this world a little better than we found it. 
One word that sums up my vision for the field is “Connection.”
 

Dr. Sandra McCune
Scientific leader for Human-Animal Interaction (HAI), the Waltham Centre for  

Pet Nutrition (WCPN), UK  www.waltham.com

http://www.waltham.com
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HAI and animal-assisted interventions have become relatively common in places like senior 
care establishments, and HAI training is increasingly available. However, quantity does not 
always mean quality, and the latter varies greatly. In my opinion, the advancement of HAI 
is hindered by the lack of official standards, regulations, and good practices, which leaves 
room for unethical or simply uninformed behavior.

I differentiate between “integrated” HAI practitioners – people with people-oriented 
(nurses, psychologists, educators, etc.) or animal-oriented (canine educators, veterinary 
assistants, etc.) professional skills that are not directly related to HAI – and “eclectic” 
practitioners, who come to HAI without either type of background and have twice as much 
to learn. “Integrated” HAI practitioners bring professional standards, frameworks, and good 
practices from their original field into HAI, making HAI a special skill that enhances their 
practices rather than a profession in and of itself.

Training HAI practitioners and providing them with psychological and relational support is 
a challenge. People who lack a clear understanding of their role are unlikely to help others 
effectively. They are unable to interpret signals accurately, and they tend to confuse the 
people they are working with and their handicap, and mix up the animal involved with their 
emotions. In contrast, practitioners who understand their role can adapt and learn more  
as required. 

Cleanliness and hygiene are important healthcare issues that are often cited to block HAI. 
People in HAI should work with those involved in these areas to address these issues 
constructively.

The question of guaranteeing animal wellbeing has rarely been an issue for me, because 
I am an “integrated” practitioner. I involve animals when it is helpful to my work as a 
neurologist, but I also use other approaches. My practice of HAI depends on the person I 
am dealing with and the animal involved. Still, I would object to practices where animals are 
objectified or where they are viewed as “magical” beings.

The knowledge and skill assessment tool (Chimere) that we use in our training program has 
shown us the importance of complementary skills and interdisciplinary practices. The tool 
rates 5 HAI factors on a scale from 1 to 7. A score of at least 4 means a person is qualified 
to conduct an activity, whereas a lower score means the person should work with a more 
qualified partner. 

My motivation comes from experiences I have had and hope to have again. I think about 
people who have experienced positive change with animal involvement and wonder if the 
same would have been true without the animal. Even though there are probably many ways 
to trigger positive change, HAI offers the tremendous advantage of being consistently 
effective and enjoyable. It is invigorating because it thrives on the individuality of the people 
and animals involved. 

The word that expresses my vision for HAI: emotion, in the etymological sense of initiating 
motion.

Dr Didier Vernay
Neurologist at Clermont-Ferrand University Hospital and Medical School,  

France  www.u-clermont1.fr/sof/formation/idFormation/27613
©
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T he AAI field has achieved so much that I feel grateful to be on earth at this time.  
I live in Central Europe, and there is much that needs to be done in the field here, as 
all over the world. Nevertheless, we already have a lot of examples of best practices 

that prove that animal-assisted therapy actually works and makes sense. The way people 
think about animals, their cognition, and their communication skills has changed. Scientific 
understanding is increasing, and standards are being raised to further animal welfare, ethics 
and empathy towards animals. 

On a day-to-day basis, money and time are the most daunting challenges I have to face in 
my work.

Regarding animal wellbeing, I do not feel that I can provide any guarantees; animal welfare 
is never guaranteed. If you lose your convictions, you also lose touch with animal welfare. 
I love the ideas that Francis Frazer presented at IAHAIO Paris, where he postulated that 
cognitive, social and psychological welfare are as important as biological wellbeing. 
 
I believe progress mainly needs to be made in the domain of scientific research and to raise 
awareness of effects that animals can have on our health. We must overcome paradigms 
and differentiation in our healthcare system, which treats body and soul separately. 
Animals have an influence on basic body functions, but people need training to become 
aware of this. Animals affect our immune system directly. 

Identifying problems and having the courage to share them with others in the field is a first 
step. I do not know enough about what goes on elsewhere, but in Austria, cooperation is 
very important in this field. One needs to use best practices in one’s own work, to improve 
and to promote science as much as possible. IAHAIO is an important association that has 
the means to promote change and spread knowledge. 

I am motivated by a deep compassion for animals which started in early childhood. In my 
personal development as a human being, animals have supported my growth. Every day, 
I experience the effectiveness of animal-assisted therapy, and I have participated in many 
miracles stemming from animal assistance. I am fascinated by how animals can extend 
the feeling, awareness, mindfulness, and good sense of human beings. A willingness to 
understand is the best way of training the animals. The mechanisms of communication  
and relationships continually renew my enthusiasm and stimulate my energy and ability  
to work in this exhausting field. It is my passion!

Roswitha Zink 
Founder and managing director of e.motion Equotherapy  www.equotherapie.at

http://www.equotherapie.at


NORTH AMERICA AND  
SOUTH AMERICA

American Animal Hospital Association (AAHA)

Lakewood, Colorado USA

www.aaha.org

American Association of Human-animal Bond 

Veterinarians

(AAH-ABV)

Nashville, Tennessee USA

www.aahabv.org

American Humane Association

Englewood, Colorado USA

www.americanhumane.org

 

American Veterinary Medical Association (AVMA)

Schaumberg, Illinois USA

www.avma.org

Pet Partners 

Seattle, Washington USA

www.petpartners.org

Bergin University for Canine Studies

Santa Rosa, California USA 

www.berginu.edu

Canine Therapy Corps

Chicago, Illinois USA  

www.caninetherapycorps.org

Center for the Study of Animal Well-being (CSAW)

Pullman, Washington USA

http://www.vetmed.wsu.edu/departments/csaw

Denver Pet Partners

Littleton, Colorado USA 

www.denverpetpartners.org

Federation of Horses in Education and Therapy 

International (HETI) 

Damariscotta, Maine USA

www.frdi.net

Fundacion Momentos di Alegria

Bogota, Colombia South America

www.momentosdealegria.org

The Good Dog Foundation,

New York, New York USA

www.thegooddogfoundation.org

Green Chimneys, 

Brewster, New York USA

www.greenchimneys.org

Therapy Animals of San Antonio

San Antonio, Texas USA

www.therapyanimalssa.org

HABIT

Knoxville, Tennessee USA

https://vetmed.tennessee.edu/outreach/Pages/

habit_home.aspx

HABRI

West Lafayette, Indiana USA

www.habri.org

Hand in Paw

Birmingham, Alabama USA 

www.handinpaw.org

INATAA

Sao Paulo, Brazil

www.inataa.org.br 

International Society for Anthrozoology (ISAZ)

Davis, California USA

http://www.isaz.net/isaz/

Institute for Human-Animal Connection (IHAC)

Denver, Colorado USA

http://www.du.edu/humananimalconnection/

 

Oakland University Center for Human Animal 

Interventions (CHAI) 

Rochester, Michigan USA

http://wwwp.oakland.edu/nursing/ 

continuing-education/animalassistedtherapy/

IAHAIO Member Organizations
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PATH International

Denver, Colorado USA

www.pathintl.org 

Paws and Effect

Des Moines, Iowa USA 

www.paws-effect.org

Pet Peace of Mind, 

Salem, Oregon USA

www.petpeaceofmind.org

Project Pooch 

Lake Oswego, Oregon USA 

www.pooch.org

ReCHAI

Columbia, Missouri USA

 www.rechai.missouri.edu 

SFSPCA

San Francisco, California USA

www.sfspca.org

EUROPE

AAIZOO

Ej Sprundel, Netherlands

www.aaizoo.nl

AIUCA

Sasso Marconi, Bologna Italy

www.aiuca.eu

 

Adrienne and Pierre Sommer Foundation

Paris, France

www.fondation-apsommer.org

Barry Foundation

Grand St. Bernard, Switzerland

 www.fondation-barry.ch

CTAC

Barcelona, Spain

www.ctac.cat

Cura Cane

 Cologne, Germany

 www.curacane.de

Dog Assist Association

Cluj, Romania 

www.dogassist.ro

Early Childhood Educational Anthrozoology 

(ECEA) Research Group

Liverpool, England UK 

www.ljmu.ac.uk

Estonian Association of Assistance and  

Therapy Dogs

Tallinn, Estonia 

www.teraapiakoer.ee

Ethologia Plus

Brussels, Belgium

www.ethologia.be

Federation of European Companion Animal  

Veterinary Associations (FECAVA)

Brussels, Belgium

www.fecava.org 

Federation of the Veterinarians of Europe (FVE)

Brussels, Belgium

www.fve.org

Fundacion Affinity

Barcelona, Spain

www.fundacion-affinity.org

GTTA

Heiden, Switzerland

www.gtta.ch

Hundsam 

Hoor, Sweden

www.hundsam.se

Institute for applied Ethology and  

Animal Psychology (IEAP/IET)

Horgen, Switzerland

www.turner-iet.ch/en/

IEMT Austria

Grunau, Austria

www.iemt.at

IEMT Switzerland

Zurich, Switzerland

www.iemt.ch

Institut fur Soziales Lernern-mit-Tieren

Lindwedel, Germany

 www.lernen-mit-tieren.de

International Society for Animal Assisted Therapy 

(ISAAT)

Zurich, Switzerland

www.aat-isaat.org 

Israeli Association of Animal Assisted  

Psychotherapy (IAAAP) 

Doar Kfar Hamacabi, Israel  

www.iaapsytherapy.org 

Italian National Reference Centre for Animal 

Assisted Interventions

Padova, Italy

www.centroreferenzapet-therapy.it

Associacao Portuguesa de Intervencao [IWAIAA]

Seixal, Portugal

www.iwa-portugal.com

Kaniterapija 

Vilnius, Lithuania

www.kaniterapija.eu

KNGF Geleidehonden

Amstelveen, Netherlands

www.geleidehond.nl

Licorne et Phenix

Haut de la Cote du Ger, France

www.licorne-et-phenix.org

Magid Institute, Hebrew University 

Jerusalem, Israel

      

Maith Onlus

Ottiglio, Italy

www.maith.it

 

Manimalis

Stockholm, Sweden

www.manimalis.com

Norwegian Centre of Anthrozoology

As, Norway

www.azs.no

Perro

Warsaw, Poland 

www.dogoterapia.net

Pets as Therapy

High Wycombe, England UK

www.petsastherapy.org  

Pet Village

Senigallia, Italy

www.pet-village.it

Pets in Society Research Group (PSRG)

Bremen, Germany

www.mensch-heimtier.de
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Polish Responsible Dog Owners Association 

(PRPOA) 

Warsaw, Poland

Research in Animal Assisted Therapy and Animal 

Assisted Education (RETAA)

Ettelbruck, Luxembourg

www.retaa.org

Scandinavian Association of Therapy Dogs (Svth) 

Handen, Sweden                                                                           

www.svth.se

Society for Companion Animal Studies (SCAS)

London, UK

www.scas.org.uk 

Italian Companion Animal Veterinary Association 

(SCIVAC) 

Cremona, Italy

      

Stiftung Schweizerische Schule fur  

Blindenfuhrhunde

Allschwil, Switzerland

www.blindenhundeschule.ch

Siua

Bologna, Italy        

www.siua.it

SZL

Warsaw, Poland

www.zwierzetaludziom.pl

Tel Aviv University

Tel Aviv, Israel

 www.english.tau.ac.il

Therapy Dogs Switzerland

Neuheim, Switzerland 

www.therapiehunde.ch      

Trygfonden

Lyngby Denmark

https://trygfonden.dk/

Uptiv

Medulin, Croatia

 www.uptiv.hr      

Verein e.motion equotherapie

Vienna, Austria

www.pferd-emotion.at/ 

Waltham Centre for Pet Nutrition

Melton Mowbray, England UK

www.waltham.com 

World Animal Protection 

London, England UK

www.worldanimalprotection.org.uk

 

SOUTH ASIA

Animal Angels

Pune, Maharashtra India 

www.animalangels.org.in

PACIFIC RIM

ACTAsia

High Wycombe, England UK

www.actasia.org 

Center for Chang-Pa Animal Assisted Therapy

Kyungbuk, South Korea 

www.cpanimal.com

Cherished Pets Foundation

Victoria, Australia

www.cherishedpetcare.com.au/foundation

Companion Animal Research & Information Centre

Dongcheng, Republic of China

www.caric.org.cn

Formosa Animal-Assisted Activity & Therapy 

Association

Taipei City, Taiwan

 www.doctordog.org.tw 

Hong Kong Institute of Animal Assisted Interven-

tion (HKIAAI)

Sheun Wan, Hong Kong

www.iaai.hk

Hong Kong Animal Assisted Therapy Association

Shatin, Hong Kong

www.hkaata.com

Human-Animal Bond Association of Korea

Gyeonggi-do, South Korea

http://mydog.samsung.com/

J-HANBS

Tokyo, Japan

www.j-hanbs.or.jp

Japanese Animal Hospital Association (JAHA)

Tokyo, Japan

 www.jaha.or.jp 

Japanese Service Dog Rescue Academy (JSDRC)

Yokohama, City Japan

www.jsdrc.jp

KAHA   

Korean Animal Hospital Association

Seoul, Korea

www.kaha.or.kr

Society for the Study of Human-animal Relations 

HARS

Osaka, Kansai Japan

www.hars.gr.jp 

Precious Dogs Association

Taipei City, Taiwan

www.pdatw.com

KNOTS

Kobe, Japan

www.knots.or.jp
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IAHAIO Digital Photo Contest 2017
HAI around the world

The IAHAIO Digital Photo Contest was designed to offer IAHAIO members 

an opportunity to share their experiences and perception of human-animal 

interaction with fellow members of the IAHAIO community. 

We were delighted to receive nearly 50 photos, all wonderful examples of the 

amazing work being undertaken by our member organizations. The photos 

submitted will help build the IAHAIO photo library, a new resource for IAHAIO 

communication online and off. Winners will be announced during the IAHAIO 

conference in Davis, California and on our website. 
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1ST PRIZE, SAN FRANCISCO SPCA
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About IAHAIO
The International Association of Human-Animal Interaction 

Organizations (IAHAIO) is a global association of organizations 

that engage in practice, research, and/or education in animal-

assisted activities or therapies and service animal training. These 

activities serve to promote pet ownership, the human-animal 

bond, and respectful approaches to engaging with animals.

We have over 90 multidisciplinary member organizations and 

professional associations globally and a wide range of academic 

centers, and AAA and AAT practice organizations. 

IAHAIO goals for the fields of human-animal interaction and  

animal-assisted interventions:

1. Promote new research, education, and practice development

2. Provide a forum for sharing ideas and information, and building  

collaboration

3. Educate policy and decision makers at national and international 

levels about the benefits of our field

To find out more, visit www.iahaio.org

To contact us, send an e-mail to admin@iahaio.org

http://www.iahaio.org
mailto:admin@iahaio.org



