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Background

As students in Animal Management specialize in Animals in Care, 

they take on an important task in protecting the welfare of both

humans and animals involved in Animal Assisted Interventions (AAI). 

Alumni are employed in different positions in the field of AAI, ranging

from supervisor or entrepeneur on care farms and stables to trainer 

or coördinator in assistance dog organizations.  On the subject of 

One Health a program is offered throughout the third year of the

bachelor study.

One Health Game

The outbreak of Q-fever in The Netherlands in 2007 and 2008 is the

inspiration for this game. Small groups of students are confronted

with a new outbreak and have to handle on it. During the day new 

information and situations are presented, just as it would occur in a 

real outbreak. The students have to maintain focus and prioritize in 

actions to be taken. 

Example 1: 

The manager of a 
retirement center wants to
know which precautions he 
must take to garantee the
health of the elderly in his 
center (the center is within
10 km of the outbreak). 

Example 2: 

Which companion animals
can be contagious and
which symptoms will they
show? 

Objective
The objective of this program is to prepare the students for their

position in the field of AAI. It also aims to contribute to a safer 

environment for (vulnerable) target groups of AAI.
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Both knowledge and skills are trained in the One Health curriculum. 

Our team of veterinairians teach the students on all common 

zoonoses, their symptoms and prevention. 

As an outbreak of a zoonosis commonly causes crisis in organizations

and society, students are prepared for this as well. During the One

Health Game they are confronted with an outbreak and have to fulfill

all tasks required, such as checking and drawing up infromation on 

the zoonosis, communication to stakeholders and the public and

reacting on and preparing for requests from governmental agencies.

In the assessment at the end of the minor Animals in Care, students

are required to advise on the risks of specific intervention with a 

specific target group. The risk on zoonoses has to be minimalized

with this advise or the student can advise against the intervention

where te risk is considered too high.
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The third year of Animal

Management consists of a half 

year major program; Animals in 

Business, and a half year minor 

program; Animals in Care. The 

major program focuses on 

domestic animals and specifically

their health and welfare. The 

minor program focuses on animal

assisted interventions and adds on 

knowledge on target groups of 

AAI.

Example 3: 

Is there any risk involved if
the mentally challenged
participants on the care 
farm work with the lambs
and then drive back to the
home in the bus in their
coverall?

As a body of knowledge for our

students and other professionals in the

field of AAI in the Netherlands in 2014 

the handbook Dieren in de Zorg  was 
published as a co-creation of 

Wageningen University and University 

of Applied Sciences Van Hall 

Larenstein, endorsed by AAIZOO.

This handbook provides guidelines for

interventions, specifically focussed on 

animal welfare. Zoonoses feature in a 

special chapter of this handbook, 

written by a lecturer of Animal

Management, Marije de Jong, DVM.
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